
CEQA EIR Process
The CEQA Lead Agency prepares an EIR for a project that it 
determines may have a significant impact on the environment.

CEQA Lead Agency Issues a Notice of 
Preparation (NOP) of an EIR.

Lead Agency files a Notice of Completion 
(NOC) with the State Clearinghouse and gives 
public Notice of Availability (NOA) of Draft EIR

Lead Agency holds a public hearing and 
prepares a Hearing Transcript

Lead Agency Prepares a Mitigation and 
Monitoring Program 

Lead Agency prepares Findings and 
Overriding Considerations (if necessary)

Lead Agency publishes a Final EIR 

Decision-making body certifies EIR and makes 
a decision on project approval

Begin Project Implementation and Mitigation 
and Monitoring Program 

Lead Agency Holds a Public Scoping Meeting 
to receive comments on the scope of the 
analysis in the EIR (Optional)

Lead Agency Prepares a Draft EIR

Lead Agency prepares a C&R Document 

Lead Agency files a Notice of Determination 
(NOD) of Final EIR

NOP is sent to:
- OPR
- Trustee Agencies
- Responsible Agencies
- Involved Federal Agencies
- Interested Parties

NOP is available for a 30-day 
public review period

NOA is sent to:
- OPR
- Trustee Agencies
- Responsible Agencies
- Involved Federal Agencies
- Affected Cities and Counties
- Relevant Regional Agencies
- Interested Parties

Draft EIR is available for a 30-day 
public review period (45 days if 
Draft EIR is submitted to the State 
Clearinghouse for review by state 
agencies)

NOD is sent to:
- OPR
- County Clerk
- Responsible Agencies
- City and/or County Agencies
- Interested Parties


